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different kinds, I do not, of course, mean to
suggest that there are not genuine examples of a
real minority being in conflict as such with a real
majority. There is, of course, the obvious instance
of Ulster and the rest of Ireland. These cases,
however, are very rare, and such conflicts can nearly
always be solved by compromise, and if they are
not they have to be settled in the last resource by
strikes, passive resistance, or civil war.

The "fatalism of minorities55 has become a
common phrase but I do not believe that minorities
are as a rule composed of fatalists. Any self-
conscious minority which feels at all strongly on any
point concerning itself can usually, by one means
or another, obtain what it essentially wants by
some sort of bargaining with the majority. On the
other hand, the real fatalism of to-day is the fatal-
ism of a hoodwinked majority, like the Electorate
of Great Britain, which has seen for some time that
something is particularly rotten in the State, and
yet cannot diagnose it, and therefore cannot decide
what to do.

In order to show the menace to liberty that exists
in England to-day, it is necessary for me to analyse,
so far as I can, what I believe to be the real con-
ditions of government in this country. These have,
in my opinion, been admirably analysed by Mr
Belloc and Mr Chesterton in a book entitled The
Party System and published five years ago. During
the five years that have elapsed, much of what they
then wrote has been verified. Writing at the end
of 1910 they pointed out that the standing com-
mittee of professional politicians, which is called in